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Abstract

The late Egyptian thinker Hamed Rabie categorized Islamic civilization—particularly from
the era of the Rashidun Caliphate to the early Abbasid period—within the framework of
“non-political civilizations,” distinguishing it from both political and non-political
civilizations. Political civilizations, as defined by Rabie, involve a relationship between the
ruler and the ruled centered around the rights and accountability of authority. These
civilizations ensure political participation for all citizens, where rulers are subjected to
oversight and accountability by the people. Non-political civilizations, on the other hand,
are characterized by an absolute administrative nature. Here, citizens maintain an attitude
of indifference and non-participation toward authority, as these civilizations lack the
concept of political dynamics between the ruler and the ruled. Non-political model of
civilization, as Rabie uniquely framed, does not reject political participation. Instead, it
demands and elevates it to a duty surpassing mere moral commitment. Authority in this

et s degs SVl Sl S pae (e Sl ) AL Guldl s aile el pslally pll 0pE 3 cot!
damizour@gmail.com-

ORCID ID: https://orcid.org/0009-0003-7226-2739
morsi.saleh@muc.edu.ps (Lall ol ). amstd) el 2 b pslally sl 05 3 el 2

ORCID ID: https://orcid.org/0009-0005-3367-3812
DOI: https://doi.org/10.64768/rjitc.v3i2.2720

[119]



mailto:damizour@gmail.com
mailto:morsi.saleh@muc.edu.ps
mailto:editor.rjitc@riphah.edu.pk
https://journals.riphah.edu.pk/index.php/jitc

{RJITC} VolI:3, Issue:02 July- December 2025

model is more complex, transcending daily governance. It intertwines spiritual dimensions
with civic life, making the ruler not just a symbol of order but also a vicegerent of God on
Earth. This ruler, bound by the same contractual obligations as ordinary citizens, upholds
religious and moral values. Meanwhile, citizens are obligated to participate and oversee
authority, driven by religious motivations.

Keywords: Rashidun Caliphate, Umayyad Caliphate, Non-Political Civilization,
Political Civilization, Islamic Civilization.
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