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Thagtfah Bani Sa‘ldah: Reading it Through The Stages of Democratic Transition
According to Dankwart Rustow

Ahmad Fawwaz Ibrahim’
Abstract:

The study aimed to explore the value of consultation (Shura) in the model of righteous
Islamic governance, and the extent to which the principles of Shura were applied in the
selection of the first Caliph of Muslims at the Saqifat Bani Sa’eda. It involves an
examination of the events at Sagifat through the lens of the stages of democratic transition
as outlined by Dankwart Rustow. The research adopts a historical methodology relevant
to the research topic and its specific scope, utilizing narrative historical events and an
analytical approach to analyze those events.

The Sagqifat Bani Sa’eda remains a powerful emotional symbol for Arabs and Muslims,
often evoking an ideal model of governance that deserves to be a foundational cornerstone
of Islamic political jurisprudence. It underpins essential principles of leadership selection,
aiming to resolve political legitimacy crises through the application of Shura. According
to Dankwart Rustow's stages of democratic transition, the transition from the state under
the Prophet Muhammad (pbuH) to the righteous Caliphate implemented these stages. It
was unanimously agreed upon the necessity of a political authority that everyone adhered
to, and natural disagreements emerged without a conflict over power, due to these
disagreements being based fundamentally on the principle of Shura.
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The significance of the study lies in the recognition of the importance of critically re-
examining the events of the Sagifat, which witnessed the establishment of the first political
system based on principles and rules derived from the Islamic faith. This system was
intricately linked to concepts of responsibility, accountability, and oversight, which are
modern tools and methods in Western political thought. Therefore, the research seeks to
address the problem of whether it is feasible to apply the principles of the stages of
democratic transition, as outlined by Dankwart Rustow, to the events of the Saqifat Bani
Sa’eda. This approach aims to explore how these historical events, specifically the Saqifat
Bani Sa’eda, contributed to shaping a political system grounded in the tenets of Islam, and
to examine whether Rustow's framework for democratic transition can be applied to
analyze these events effectively.

Keywords: stages, democratic, transition, legitimacy, Shura, Thagifah Bani Sa ‘idah,
Dankwart Rustow
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