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ABSTRACT

Objective: The objective of the study was to establish the perceived strength of educational environment of Riphah College
of Rehabilitation Sciences Islamabad Campus.

Study Design: A Descriptive Study.

Place and Duration of Study: Riphah College of Rehabilitation Sciences, during May and June 2013.

Materials and Methods: The descriptive study was conducted in the Riphah College of Rehabilitation Sciences, during the
month of May, June 2013.The 50 items inventory was selected for analyzing and assessing the educational climate and a
sample of 142 students from first and final year of Doctor of Physical Therapy were recruited.

Results: A total of 142 questionnaires were completed, 85 from first year, 57 from final semester. The mean score of
inventory was 130/200 and overall mean was 2.60. The mean score for “perception of learning” was 2.70; “Perception of
course organizers” was 2.58, “Self perception about Academic” was 2.76, “Perception of atmosphere” was 2.58 and “Social
self perception” was 2.36.

Conclusion: It is concluded that overall environment of Riphah College of Rehabilitation Sciences is more positive. There is
span for improvement and augmentation of existing educational environment to provide a sound platform for proper

learning.
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Introduction

There is important and vital role of educational
environment for valuable student's learning. The
perception of students about the learning
environment has significant role in the attitude and
progress in academic performance.’ The curriculum
has major impact in the perception of students and
also has dynamic effect on the growth of students.”
The inventory will judge the different areas of
weakness and strength of educational environment.’
It also emphasizes the first year student attitude
towards the new setup and also determines the
relationship of teacher and students.’ The student's
perception about the existing curriculum and role in
the educational environment will determine the
strength of environment.’

The role of DREEM in indentifying the educational
environment is important and this instrument is
valuable for the measurement of educational
environment of institution.” The educational
environment of first year and final year is also
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measured and a difference in both classes discussed
in perspective of students perception about teacher
and social environment.” Before entering in a new
system the parents and students should be aware of
the educational environment other than the social
climate of institution.’ The effective environment
also determines the level and importance of
curriculum of the institution. The curriculum has
significant importance in the development of a
proper learning environment and the update
curriculum plays an effective and crucial role in
learning.” The role of learning and the level of
educational climate changes for students, so it is also
important to note down the changes in curriculum
and learning style of students.”

The DREEM inventory measure the change in the
perception of students regarding the complete
educational environment including the teachers,
course, atmosphere and social factors. It also
highlights the areas of weaknesses and strength and
provides a logical evidence to make a plan of
enhancement. It also used to detect the changes in
the existing educational environment from time to
time and point out the areas of improvement. *' The
main objective of this research work was to find out
the student' perceptions about the environment of
education of Riphah College of Rehabilitation
Sciences through DREEM inventory.
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Materials and Methods

The descriptive research work was executed in the
Riphah College of rehabilitation Sciences, during the
month of May, June 2013. The 1st year and final year
semester DPT students were asked to spare 20
minutes to fill the technique. The DREEM was chosen
for collection of statistics to evaluate the educational
climate of Riphah College of rehabilitation Sciences.’
The inventory has 50 items regarding the analysis of
educational environment. The criteria used for
scoring was “4 to 0 from Strongly Agree to Strongly
Disagree. However 9 of the 50 items number (“4: 8:
9: 17:25:35:39:48 and 50”) are negative questions
and must be scored for 0 to 4 from Strongly Agree,
Strongly Disagree. The following is the guide to
interpret: “0-50= Very Poor, 51-100= Plenty of
Problems, 101-150=More Positive than Negative and
151-200=Excellent”. The Mean criteria: 3.5 to 4= Real
Positive points, 2-3= Climate that could be enhanced
and Below 2= Problems areas. There are five
domains of inventory which measure the perception
of learning, teachers, academic, atmosphere and
social perceptions. After data collection a descriptive
analysiswasdoneonSPSS 17.

Results

The total 142 questionnaire were completed 85 from
first year, 57 from final semester. The total mean
score of DREEM was 130/200 and overall mean was
2.60. The highest mean 2.76 for academic self
perceptions, 2.70 perception of learning, 2.59 for
perception of course organizers, 2.58 for perception
of atmosphere and the lowest one are 2.36 for social
self perceptions. Table | shows the mean of different
subscales of DREEM. The table Il shows the mean
score and the criteria of measurement. The criteria
of Mean is 3.5 -4 = Real Positive points, 2-3= Climate
that could be enhanced, below 2=Problems areas.

Table I: Mean score of different sub Scales

Scales Mean | Criteria

Students’ perceptions of 2.70 2 3= Climate that could be enhanced
learning

Students’ perceptions of 2.58 2-3

teachers

Students’ academic self- 2.76 2-3

perceptions

Students’ perceptions of 2.58 2-3
academic atmosphere

Students’ social self - 2.36 2-3
perceptions

Full DREEM inventory 2.60 2-3
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Table II: Average Score of different sub scales

Scales Score Status

Students’ perceptions of
learning

4534/140=32.38 | 25-36= A more Positive Perception

Students’ perceptions of
teachers

3856/140=27.54 | 23-33=Moving in the Right Direction

Students’ academic  self- | 3022/140=21.58 | 17-24=Feelings more on the positive side
perceptions

4522/140=32.3

Students’ perceptions of 25-36=A more positive attitude

academic

atmosphere

Students’ social self- 2321/7=16.57 15-21=Not too bad
perceptions

Full DREEM inventory 130/200 More positive
Discussion

The overall result of the educational environment at
Riphah College of Rehabilitation Sciences is positive
that can be enhanced. It shows that there is room for
enhancement in all sub domains of educational
environment. The total score was 130/200 which is
better than Nigerian medical school 118/200 and
equal to Nepalese health professional 130/200 ° and
one of study in UK score 132.5/200." the result shows
the positive perception about the learning context
and these are associated with the learning outcomes
discussed Meyer and colleagues.” the findings of the
study identified that there is a positive climate of
education and all components of DREEM have
shown almost positive values. Although some
individual components have different level of score,
these finding correlate with the finding of Pimparyon
et al. for academic achievers. The academic
achievers have extensively good score on teacher's
perception, academic perception of atmosphere,
perception about society and total DREEM score.”
There is some difference observed in the perception
of different sub domains of DREEM in first and final
year students. There is slight change in the critical
attitude when the students progressed to final year."
The overall level of perception about the faculty
members were positive in the students, although in
detail some individual item there is some perception
about the authority of teacher were negatively
skewed.”

The complete analysis described that the all
properties of DREEM have significant role in the
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educational environment and in this study all
components were skewed towards positive but
these can be enhanced through increasing the
quality of educational climate.”

Although the perception about the teacher was
positive and teacher are knowledgeable and
competent but one of the components of
authoritarian was negatively skewed. Such
evidences can create some problem in the learning
process and educational environment and should be
resolved with the faculty training. Teaching must be
promoted as the learner center and it should be
some reward oriented.” The score of social
perception is to some extent at low level in the
finding of study, the stress, boring and the tiredness
was some factors that decrease the scores of sub
domains. The same finding were reported in Greek
dental school which have lowest score on social
perception.”

A study on Malaysia faculty of nursing the total
DREEM score was 120/200 and the overall results
were more positive, the same results were identified
in our study. They have eight items having the mean
score less that 2 shows they need special care. The
total 6 item that have less the 2 mean score in this
study, they should be planned to be manage on
priority basis.”

Conclusion

The educational environment of Riphah College of
Rehabilitation Sciences Islamabad Campus is more
positive. There is room for improvement and
enhancement of existing educational environment
to provide a sound platform for proper learning.
More emphasis and importance should be given to
weak points to improve the educational climate. The
results of this study can be used to guide strategic
planning and implementation according to available
resources. Proper feedback is necessary to maintain
the climate positive so data should be collected on
annual basis.
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